
(Mount Clipping In Spac« Bolow) 


Al^SIS ; OF SHOTS> TRAJE^TdRIES jAND.g. ; ; 

$ ; A fieri : Snecter . Esq. . Assistant tioun-. fo* the’, present,, to jS Mr , ; « Specter’s: area 


t'' f Arien f Specter, Esq.^ Assistant -.doun*. 
^sel.'of’iHe President's Commission on 
(the Assassination of ' President Ken* 
vnedyi , was - quoted by:’: The: - Evening 
-(Bulletin'’ of October ;;23,'-1964 l ',page; 4, 
fas follows: - VThej people, are going to- 
\have to rely ^ on'Jhe: conclusions (that 
lhavd been drawn) ’and the stature; of 
'The mehipn the Com mission^ 
f| -We^knbw- thati-jMr. Specter -did not 
;|rtearl!by the ! above' statement. that the 
fwarfen ^.Commission' was ever meant 
it6 be construed: as a;;.? 4 ministry of 

l truth. 1 ’ Nor would: the members of the 
» Commission,- as.^pubUc. servants in a 
^democracy, ever consider that their 
[‘’statbre” : insulated their mterpreta- 
lotions and findings from; public criti- 
Vc'ism. Since; we are ail agreed on this 
•score, we can ! now proceed to • dis- 
agree. .*• -y: 

VV. Let ’ us. then, as lawyers, address 
joursolves-to the ! evidence : and findings 
jojjthc Commission,; limiting ourselves 


for the', present \tow Mri; Specter's; area 
of particular ihteresti.reVating to the 
shots; their nunrib'er, * 1 source or .sources 
and trajectories. >.We ^will;/a^dV**.16ok .! 
briefly into the • subject- of; the • .wounds' i 
inflicted.': Then we. will scrutinize ,the 
Commission's .conclusions.; that . their 
evidence supports'/ the ^proposition# 
th at, three shots AWere^flred Vi by .■ ‘be J 
Harvey Oswald ‘^alone“.;fr6m’ a ■ bolt j 
action ,6.5nv. .V.Carcano / rifle .while . ; h<j 
was . stationed , at a windoW pn the sixth 
floor of the Texa 6- School-Book. Deposi- 
tory Building. The Commissions 
concluded that tho three/ShotsVcaused 
all the damage; at jthA; assassination 
site and that the; time 1 span between 
the first and, last shbfSwhich'f.’sthit'ck-, 
President. Kennedy a nd ^G overnor Con-.' 
nally was 4.8 to 5.6 seconds. : These con- 
clusions I commend 'to -your. .scrutiny 
and urge that .you relate; them, to the 
evidence of .the Commission. 

; First," wltji reference the Tsourco 
to shots, it is hot x cc ntrjfetefe^y 
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flwsts— Tfiat the . Warren 

erred in determining that three auu tJ 
came from the Book Depository Bill- 
ing. On the contrary, I am willingi>to 
concede for the purposes of this 
entation that three shots- did. come 
from the Book Depository Building. 
But I will endeavor to prove that all 
the evidence of. the Commission’s 
Report points up that another she# or 
i hots came from ,a source other than 
tie Depository Building. 

The following ; witnesses reported 
( vidence indicating a source ottf&V 
than the Book Depository Building^' 
Austin L. Miller on the railroad brid^b 
thought the shots came from 
Presidential limousine itself . \ FnWk 
E. Reilly, an electrician on the sh'rh'e; 
bridge, heard three shots that seemed' 
to come from the trees “on the nortji 
side of Elm Street at the corner V, (ip 
there.” - S.- M. Holland heard “j/bu'r* 
shots which sounded as though tacty 
came from the trees on the north <si#e 


^s -t6;;‘say, this aforementioneu-rrrrr 
lencbt^does not rule out addition^ 
phots' ‘having been fired from the build- 
inf in^question. But it certainly ^up- 
.portVltnc conclusion that one or m'oFfl 
IshBt'd'' Originated from the- • tree [aWd 
If^JJQdTarea north of Elm Street. r 
|® r support for the inference 
that 'abjeast one shot emanated frbip 
a / source other than the Book Deposit 
is thc fact that James 
4 Tj^TaiUe was hit in the cheek » 
bullet, ‘^or part of a bullet, which ; i&4 
pact .^eVidentally was the result of'-a 
^dhetfrom the “south curb of Main 
Street. [.'Tague “got out of his cartd »* ••v cx W e t us consider the number. 


R cries for the infereneo*ifa*i-4fcte 
^JVeF.^Hich hit Tague was of a differ- 
ed tv made, of lead and antimony, 
and^shris- copper. If such waslhe case, 
th^ftMibre than .one gun was firing 
dn, A tVaC : ; fatefu day, arid more than one 
mariVVas firing. My law school pro- 
fessors 'described such activity as 
pointing in the direction of a conspir- 
acy,- .Such a conclusion Is in accord* 
ripc^’wi.th the basic scientific law of 
parsimojriy which requires us to select 
as!i)etween two equally good explanr 
t]oJOsij(6rU.n. occurrence. pf .A^pheno** 
rer?pn^thb;simpIesf'thereo 


ect 

$. 

V 


** V ur> '' UIiaiuei ine numoer at 

shot^ The. Commission states, “It js 
possible , that the assassin, carried an 


^tqn fhe motorcade from a positibh 
between Commerce and M'a.iri 
Streets.” 7 Please take careful hbte 
t^.at^ague was not on Elm Street, hbt 
oh ; Malri Street, but between Main and 
.Cbihmbrcc Streets “near : ;the Triple 
H From my view of''the 
mxt$, maps and exhibits of ;the 

r r*i o'*” — T Commission Report (let us except' friy 

of Elm Street where he saw a puff tofjj persoyi inspection of the situs’. ’’iri 
smoke.” ” Thomas J. Murphy s a i d vtj[ip 1 conclude that the South curb 
two shots he heard “came from a spot *.b£ Main Street near the Triple Unclerj 
;ust west of the Depository.” J LVJJ. not in the line of fire with' 

powers, Jr. said they came “either* the; r '; presidential limousine traveling 
from the Depository Building or nbatj 6ri..Elm' Street. Tague was about VA 
[he mouth of the Triple Underpass^ blocks; from the building in question. 

1 Arlen Specter, Esq., stated that SenV?W.,h5/.. was directl y across from the 
ator Ralph W. Yarborough said’'vHc .ft 6 & and fence area on the north side 

smelled gunpowder at the assassin* « Elm:- Street from which so many 

, tion site. Mr. Specter dismissed “tlllV MtnjKses reported the shots came, 

as thc function of “an overly C°jnmnission finds “The mkxk on 

olfactory sense.” lie admitted CQuld have originated from! v 

Dallas police officer was reportedVtoJpheyldad core of a bullet but the ab j « rea J&Li . — . v ..o 

have smelled gunpowder 350 to 400 ip^ n ce of copper precluded the possi-l . on $"* Ssion's 1 evidence, however, 'inf; 
feet from the Depository Building! (bili^/'-that the mark on the curbing! . opposite -.to be true. Thi 

immediately following the assassiha- [se’ctionv was made by an unmutilated! -satisfied that only thre 

-* - military full metal-jacketed bullet* shot ?^? ld possibly, have raked tha 

Such’ as the bullet from- Governor] lead ^P^ n site on November 22,1963. 

Connelly's stretcher.” o The obvious! Le * us . presently read G.' A. Ben- 
dedubliqn that this was a bullet firedi nett ’ s i testimony with -reference to the 
from tbe north side of Elm Street ! shots fired, “Secret Service 

nU/f ama a' i «*# % » • V' A ffPnf J'M vIaki A D 


empty , shell in the rifle and fired only 
(wQ;. shots With the witnesses hearing i 
multiple^ noises made by. the samel 
shot. 1 : Soon after the* three empty 
cartridges were found, officials at the 
sepne^dfocided -that three shots were 
’ 10 So » therefore the Com- 
^!5?iftfc?°ncedes that since only three 
shells were found, no more than three 
sh 9 t;s;epuld have been fired from the 
vantage-point of the sixth floor of the 
Deposi.tQry Building. It suggests that 
A *'^ss tham three were fired if 
brought in a discharged 
shelU/fm that event he would have' 
fired.^oply two shots on that day from J 
f T * le - Commissioni-speaksias- 

^ Jt^etorproblem ‘ is perhaps . one 1 . of! 
sl J,P^Hg}- ,s shots which, are not re- [ 
H'uifcw® explain the carnage of that ! 
,i s itc, -Examination of . the‘‘ 


tion shots. Mr. Specter did not com 
ment on this.” If the smell of ‘guri-| 
powder was detectable at street level 
immediately after the assassination, 
then' this would indicate a souree^ol 
shots other than the sixth floor o'tf.the 
Book Depository Building. * yW 5, 
So, the Commission ignored ali$>f 
the above 1 ih so far as the evidence 

! reveals auditbry, ivisital arid olfa(j(prf J 
stimuli * reception incompatible mil 


irom xne norm sicle of Elm Street,! nireci, .secret service 

arid ffriat it came from a rifle which^ Agen ^^ en Be nnett, stationed in 
wks^different from the Caronnn thAf ^e. r^R^rear seat of the President’s 


was^different from the Carcano that 
the'" Colm mission described as the (< as- 
sassinriflon weapon, is scrupulously 
Ttmdefc The bullet smear I ; on ^the 
fdwbliyggdid not;. reveal ia\trace'df 


{1st TP;. r , \Jl > 

the source of 1 - shots exclusively et which' : bb^ted theiiM 

i|he Book Depository Buildin g. [S HtBeal'y ■ 'fired- from ithelCarica 0 ^^ 


fdjUo^Mcar, who hoard a sound like a 
Repack ^r as the motorcade- procebd-;: 


lm;Street:vAt;th 
h e t t 


! 


_ looked at the back. of<fc*k^ 
t. I heard another firecracker 
j noise and saw that shot hit the PrjeS,| 


President. 


sf^ # we|are. to assume that the Qpwi 
missions correct in stating that^tfie' 
President's body was seen to react ; at 


dent about four inches down from^thbj Zapruder. frame 225, and that he was 
! right shoulder. A second shot followed! hit. >at’;thfs point, then the Governor's 
j immediately and hit the right near body reacted from 6-9 frames later 
? of the Presidents’ head.” n yvjj than -when the President was hlt^At 
The Report goes on to explain “Subd 18.3 «fi*a files per second, this wouldvbe 
stantial weight may be given Bennett’s translated into the time period of 0;34- 
observation.s’' because “he recorded 0.49; seconds. These films recorcLthai 
what he saw and heard at 5:30 pvm'd the .Governor's body reacted 0.34-0.49 
November 22, 1963, on the aii3ilnne^j[j sficondvS . after the President's <bodyj 
route back to. Washington.” 1 - Accord^ reacted* This interval is> as Is th’etin-, 
tftg to Bennett, then the first shot' terval Recorded by photographer Willis’ 
rrissed. Wa| of T.04 to 1.31, below the minimum 

The Commission discussed other, firing- time of 2.3 seconds necessary. to‘ 
qjidence to indicate the first shot f did ! operate, the rifle. This 2.3 seconds wAs 
not miss. Then the Report goes the top accomplishment of theTCom- 
plctcly awry. “If the first shot did jiot mission's ; marksmen, at stationary arid 
miss, there must be an explnnatiomfor not ^moving targets, which fcatywas 
Governor Connolly’s rccollectionHbfif only- accomplished once and then never, 
he was not hit by it. There was con-! again, Approached by the Commission 
ceivably a delayed reaction between experts; 17 Lt. Col. A. G. Folsom j Jr.,; 
the time the bullet struck him ancl the ! bead,;.Records Branch, PersonrieUDe- 


time he realized that he was hit • yin partnient, Headquarters U.S. Marine 
Conceivably Governor Connally fiad/ij Corps* evaluated Oswald's marine 
delayed reaction to realizing he was shooting ratings as indicating a.', ‘fairly 
hii,,„but Abraham Zaprudcr’s motion good -shot" (sharpshooter qaqlifica*- 

i '‘picture jfrdirtfis taken :at;thfc\nssnsstnn< tioii) And as a “rather poor shotV.« (low ( . ^ 

N ttd'fr'Ven'e did_not_r e rn arks man rating). is Naturallyirbothi Connally. -a The Commission 

‘finding*’ 5 These' frames-' recorded what 0.34-0.49 and 1.04-1.31 second intervals;! ™ states, “The alinement of the 
1 ’ what.. wds Represent time periods far above i.the l . P°| nts of i entry was only indicative anc 
vS.% maximum time of the bullet iriftransitj^P^Spopluswe that one bullet hit both 

from -the President to the Gbvbrnor. l men:> ’ 


^ Governor’s body did 

after the Presidents body 
Tedcted;’ Therefore, he was not hit. by 
Ihe'iame bullet that hit the President. 

misslon would have us believe 
that.! Governor Connally was wrong,^ 
his'* Wife was wrong, the F.B.I.’s 
initial .findings were wrong; all the eye 
witnesses were wrong (none contra- 
dictetothc /Governor’s recollection); 
the. ‘Zapruder films were wrong, arid 
thatothere is no law of physics calldfi 
aciiont and reaction.-* Governor Col 
nallyi'Was not hit by the first bulled fo 
hity President Kennedy. All of tlfc 
above-mentioned evidence is against 
ifr.ty f. 

■iSee^how weak the following testi- 
m'dhy.jis in support of the Commis- 
sion’iproposition that the first bullet to 
{hltifthe President also hit the Gov- 
ernor: “Dr. Frederick W. Light, Jr., 
the:, third of the wound ballistics ex- 
*1?erts ? !. . . testified that the anatomical 
finfllrigs were insufficient for him to 
formulate a firm opinion as to whether 
the.’ same bullet did or did not pass 
through the President’s neck first be- 
fore -inflicting all the wounds on Gov- 


(i c cpf difig' tfp Vfer not * Conti ally ’ s ; own 

viewing, that the Governor’s body 
reacted some 0*9 frames later than 
that of the President at frames 231 to 
234. 14 The President’s body* 1 showed 
reaction at frame 225. 10 According to 
photographer, Phillip L. Willis, fie 
“« napped a picture at a time, which 
h( also asserts was simultaneous 'with 
tli i first shot. Analysis of Jhis. ; 'photo j 
gJaph revealed that it was' taken 


reaction time, the Zapruder ‘.films 
should show the Governor’s body* Con- 
forming to the simple law,of^phy$ibs 
which- requires that every action HAve 
an equal reaction. If Governor" C6n- 
fidlly-'did not have any nervous' system 
at 5 ’ all; his body would hav&h'ad^to 
feaCt im mediately when .pierced.-iwith 
a rifle bullet from'back to chist' which 


approximately frame 210 bf. the . Za- projectile exited at the speedtof; 1500 
snider film which was tfifeVapproxW feet-Tper seiond.'" The Governor s 
mate time of the shot that probabljl body ‘did not register any lUfih‘'wh , eE 
hit the President ” lo'Thereforel the first bullet struck the PreJlderit.'A! 
according to Willis’’ photogrhpti.'.'th* a /matter of fact, the Commitsfofc'fcWi 
'President was hit at frame,'210. of_tlH ns to believe that the Governor^ek 
film comp n’fo 24'frafncj ccuted a turn completely arolmd to*the 
right, and then partially -tfttHftUS" 


before Governor 
seems to' react, 
seconds after 
reacted^. Governor 
ttnmre^as hit, 


Irrespective of Governor C6Iinally v fe^ ^^ I ^t Gov ® r J? or . Was notf hit bj 

i j m a t Vw\ *. szinic first bullet to hit the-.Presi* 

^ then the Government’s case is 
destroyed. The Government admits 
oriS shot missed.- 3 A separate shot rc- 
ftoyed the back of the President’s 
head.-’u This would constitute a n^nl- 
hium of four shots and would put the 
Government’s theory that only three ; 
btfflets were fired Out of business. The: 
explanation that . the President and/ 
the Governor were first hit by different 
shots conforms to the “substantial ma- 
jority of the witnesses (who) ' stated 
tHqt the shots were not. evenly spaced.. 
Most witnesses recalled that the sec- 
ond and third shots were bunched to- 
gether .” *7 Governor Connally said 
jC. was hit at. a point corresponding Jo 
Caines *231 to • 234^ of .the^Abrahalnj 
'Hpriidd^ 

, . flatly! 

than ^t^F Mcf^S^then’ this^wbu idfin-" 


right, and then partially t6>.tK^\'left 
attefi he had been struck Avdtl^iAt’l^df 










@ 





dj£aia-Uw) separate shots hitting clwtii '. ! Additional evidence to the 
upon one another. Since they were Area th'di’ there were more than three shots 
within 6 to 9 frames of one anothef] {flited'jcam be deduced from . the testii 

or according to photographer WilHsr;21-irtohy!ofrthe following: Royce G. Skeli 

to 24 frames of one another, this t'ef)* iton.vwho.vwas on the railroad bridgej hit^tr 
resents a time interval of from 0.34;t6!)l!thought\ that there had been. a. tots. 

- i w. < i it . t - i'.L f nlfKan iUn tVilrrl n n 


the existence of another marksman! 
^eedless to say, the majority view of 
fi spectators that the last two shotd 
:re bunched, militates against a 
gle carbine, bolt-action weapon 
£$ng all the firing. The time period 
itween the first hit on the President 
wild the final hit on him is not greater! 
Aan 5.6 seconds according to thb’ 

( Commission’s own findings. “As pro-, 
viously indicated, the time span be- 
tween the shot entering the back of 
the President’s neck and the bullpt 
which shattered his skull was 4.8 jo 
; 5.6 seconds.” 20 Therefore, 5.6 second^ 1 
being the longest time span, if there 
were two hits on the President ai\d 
one separate hit on Connally, therd 
could not have been any bunching of 
two shots since the once-accomplished 
2.3 seconds minimum firing time could 
not permit bunching. 

The Commission tries to have Coni 

I ially nailed with the same bullet that 
truck the President. If logical falla- 
ies were bullets, the job would have; 
een done cleanly. Here is the reason: 
h g, "The bullet that hit President; 
Kennedy in the back and exited _ 
through his throat most likely |cpuld ,the- 


rom the 

jbSSldcr, or 5%' inches from the 
bf M-short collar, and rangingup- 
.._jd u Emerge from his neck tie knot 

Mthbuf-ilhaving hit. any. bones. This 

:KoSter}iwho‘ was also, on the Triple’Un-l trajectory of riown;arid then 

derpas$i.testifted that shot hit the curb comport with a ; sixth-floor / 

tieaftaj'inanhole cover in the vicinltyiof iBmffiwt if possible at all, must have 
'therunddrp&SS'.’’^ 2 ,^ James'.T: Taguepas -fired from a lower level. Further * 

prevlbiisty mentioned, was struckf in the^Jask that this same bullet which 
thejchfeek by a missile. 32 These three exited 11 flying upward ; after . not hitting 
!^itne&i?e$V. could well be accurately/.re- &$^bone in the President 40 then 
]cora^hgo.Xeparate■ shots missing theft bh.aji^cd' 5 direction in mid-air anu 
/target^j^rom all the above, I. deduce OoilVkcd 'downward striking the GoV- 
that(-!ino,rja; than three shots were* fired brnor^in the back, chest, right wrifct 
. from'knibif.e than one rifle. • ari'd'lcft 5 thigh. 41 . 

Ih' addition to the hard fact of Mb CWheff; * suggested; to, Arlen Specter;.- 
Jhittlhg^bf^Tague, and the bullet strike Efcqi. on the 22nd of October, 1964 mat 
iimthw* cubing, we have in the Preiit- thc .Cpmmission.owes it to the public 
dehtlhiniinousine “the cracking bf 'tlib fe:«ct the alleged performance of 
WindShifeid); and the dent on the M'rid-j, 

^hield^'chtome.” 34 Where these?, '’hits 

^mbV'ffdm is never explained sa’ti& 1 u ... . ... , 

fac.tdijiiljj'lby the Commission. which vddtedt^o^ufe 

insisted, that, the 


®i»W^l^cCleUandV M.brbtfNrk- around the BookDbposk 

'faHff'Hb'ipltal* Stated that ‘Vdtt&lof :&f,i? u j! d,ng - 1 explained to him that! 
d^atH ,; tpre^idftnt) was due to massive the conditions could be duplicated with 
MM •. andW^afa injury from a gunshot T- er and an °pen field. To this he 
Wouffilja^Ke loft temple.” m padeno reply. ; 

a - : YbU;^l)l^recall that Secret SerViSio r p ad the Report, I conclude 

Agbnt:^0lb){| A. Bennett, statioried' ih e e \ ide nce offered by the Co A- 
0 . , ..the*? *l|tfnt&ar seat; of the President^ a indicates there was .more thifc. 

not have missed both the automobile |if6il6%Vu|>^ saw a “shot hit tHe^re^-j fi^ng .oh November. 2|, ( 

I v. .. X. 11 . I-*!.*- — Aisauti 1^19©'/ -There, were mm-e- 


i 


, Con- Iho suit jacket worn by the President J?® 1 }’ then with that gun, from that 
ssumes by-: F.BJ. i/Agent' Frazier revealed^ra Vanta / e point, in that timespan, sug- 

‘ its* -. 1 -^ .-- 1 . A'i .1 cested hv thp CnmmlrolAv.. u i) 


Inid its occupants. Since it did not; hit (Iderit^bblMoUr inches down from' jhe iSry . ;h e j; e w® 1 
[he automobile, Frazier testified that [right shoulder.” 20 “An examid£tl6Hi)lj ^v, s ,’ 
probably struck Governor 
ally.” w But that argument assumes 
as proven, that 
had not proven, 
marksman was _ 

age point other than the Book Deposl- jthb tbp'oTime collar and VA irich'es.tq f c 

tory Building. A shot from the trce.and, (t he ‘ "'the ’ center backVie.K^W ?S?i° . e f 
/fence area above the grassy knqli^n 1 

l the, north; side; of Elm Street woulQ ^agr;^. . , .. . 

count -for a. shot passing throu g^;the 
I'P^esideht'.arid’ not str iking, the ty 
}!a [flatter trajectory. ..This . simp 
ipllnatiphiL which .conforms toj 
g®graphical, facts and. . trajeq 5 
never considered by; the. Con 


were more’; than V.thre’e 
was one of the gun- 


stroyed our President and wounded 
4 men. . * ; • 

:'V X N CiSNT.- ' J. ; SALANDRIA; 
* the ; Philadelphia'' 


